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School Days, School Days — A Pirate’s Diary

Dear Diary. On Friday, May 26 we Quarantones donned our best pirate garb
and headed for Campbell River, where we assisted Lesley Howe in present-
Ing a sea shanty unit she was working on with some of her elementary
school classes. The play was based on a picture book “How | Became a Pi-
rate.” We arrived to find the auditorium rapidly filling with parents and kids,
while we waited in our “Green Room:” Lesley’s Music Room at Penrith Ele-
mentary. Imagine the excitement, not the least of it ours, when we began to
sing “The Wellerman Comes” and the entire auditorium burst into song!

Green Room Hijinks



On June 10, during Ocean Week, the Quarantones returned to Campbell River, this time to the Maritime
Heritage Centre which was the hub of activities for the week. There we entertained with a concert of sea
shanties and maritime songs, which was most fitting for this lovely museum and tourism facility. The audi-
ence included folks from Campbell River, some fans from the Comox Valley and even a couple from Eng-
land who were visiting Campbell River and heard about the concert when they chanced to drop in to the
museum.

Following the concert, it was off to Moxie's Bar and Grill for a late dinner and an impromptu rendition of Stan
Rogers’ well known “Barrett’s Privateers”, much to the delight of folks in the establishment.

Historic Seine fishing Vessel BCP 45, also featured on the The Moxie’s Gathering - Post-peformance
1972 $5 bill stood right next to our Performance Stage
at the Maritime Heritage Centre



Upcoming Concerts and Appearances

The Quarantones will be performing at Nautical Days in Comox on August
6 [currently scheduled at 5:30 pm]. Sticking with the nautical theme, we will
emphasize sea shanties, drawing from both our “Wade in the Water”
shows as well as our first “ Sea Shanties” concert at the Gardens on

Final music selections and preparations for our Remembrance Day con-
cert series are nearing completion. This year, our guest artist is Ellen
Douglas, and our guest choir is Zephyr (Nov 11 and 12 only).

Here are the dates and locations:
Nov. 10, 7:30 pm. Weird Church, Cumberland
Nov 11, 2:30 pm. Comox United Church, Comox. Guest Choir - Zephyr
Nov 12, 2:30 pm. St. Peter’'s Church, Campbell River. Guest Choir - Zephyr
In February 2024, the Quarantones will return to the stage for a mid-winter concert. Dates, loca-

tions and themes have not yet been chosen, will be announced in the October newsletter, along
with details of a tentative concert for June 2024.



The Quarantones at Large — Summer 2023

Your faithful scribe asked the Quarantones what type of musical adventures they were enjoy-
ing, besides getting ready for Nautical Days, during the summer. Some took their lead from
the Toronto Maple Leafs and hit the golf courses early, others were busy with gardening and
arts projects.

Tom (B1) and Glenn (T2) are appearing at a number of venues and events in the Comox Val-
ley and beyond, setting up and selling arts products from their Sanctuary Craft Studio. But a
few of us dabbled in other things musical during the summer.

Denise (our conductor) and Kevin Marquette (B2) kept busy
with the Comox Valley Concert Band, appearing at a num-
ber of events and venues, including a pre-parade performance
at the Canada Day celebrations.

Comox Valley Concert Band keeping the beat
and beating the heat — July 1

Meanwhile, Greg Cousineau (B1), when not golfing with Kevin Marquette (B2) and Rhett
Wade (B1), practiced his memory pieces in the shower which - he assures us -
was much appreciated by Wendy.

Kelly Thomas (Keyboards) continued to put her ivory-tickling and improvisa-
tional skills to work, playing the family-friendly Canada Day Tea Dance with the '
Georgia Strait Big Band and continuing rehearsals with the Georgia Strait
Jackets ensemble.

John Hooper (T2), following the Island Voices spring concert, packed his bags and headed
back up to Edmonton and points beyond for a summer of renewing old friendships, festival
adjudications and travel.

Gregor Schoenberg (T1) has been doing a lot of wood-
shedding with his guitar, including honing his skill on a
“looper.” He has been using this to advantage as he and
Howard Robertson (aka SwingValley Two) have been
doing a few swing themed “gigs” around the Comox Val-
ley this summer.



Orlando Wiebe (T1) attended a singing workshop in the French
countryside this June. The choral organization, Songroots, offered
a vocal intensive workshop hosted at an artists’ retreat centre in
Burgundy called Academie la Roche D’Hys. Presenters Sophie
Michaux, Jennifer Scott, Rene Worst, Jeannette Aster, and Karla
Mundy offered instruction in movement for singers, voice produc-
tion, repertoire, improvisation, and ensemble singing. They also
gave masterclass coaching in solo singing. Best of all, singers en-
joyed the privilege of making many new musical friends in a beau-
tiful rural French setting.

David Fast (B2) entertained his clients at his dog boarding service
with ditties such as “Mad Dogs and Englishmen Go Out in the Mid-
day Sun” and “You Ain’t Nothin’ but a Hound Dog.” Lucky dogs.

Austin Diotte-Turner (T1) has also been busy honing his musical
chops. He was featured in the summer edition of Trio Magazine
as well as the July 5 Comox Valley Record, discussing his contin-
uing quest to improve his skills as a singer and music arranger.
You can see his latest initiative... “Take the Leap” here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u4duZgkrtxU

With one CD under his belt he continues to produce original mu-
sic along with videos of his own four-part acapella interpretations
of popular songs.

Photo Credit: Ali Roddam/Trio Magazine

Bob Udell (B2) spent the week of July 4 at the Kathaumixw International Choral Festival in Powell
River where he saw some amazing choirs from all over North America put on their best shows for
adjudicators in various categories of choral music. The choirs also held concerts at a number of
excellent performance halls that Powell River has built over the years. What a festival! Bob joined
three other singers to rehearse and sing with the massed choir that ended the festival. The Saska-
toon Children’s Choir was awarded the “Choir of the World” award, given to the most outstanding
choir at the Festival. Glenn Gustafson (T2), who lived, worked and sang in Saskatoon for many
years must be proud!

The Saskatoon Childrens Choir Kathaumixw 2023



You are receiving this newsletter because of your interest in choral music. Recipients include cur-
rent and former members of the Quarantones Male Chorus, those who have signed up for our
email updates and others of my email contacts who | think might be interested in hearing news of
my favourite choir.

If you like it, please forward it to your friends and invite them to subscribe to our list by dropping
me a line. If you'd like to reach out to us at any time, including suggestions for this quarterly news-
letter, or even (shudder) to unsubscribe please reply to rbtudell@gmail.com

Thank you
Bob Udell, President



